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The Semantic Dictionary of Biblical Hebrew (henceforth SDBH) project is carried
out under the auspices of the United Bible Societies. It was launched in the year
2000. Its aim is to build a new dictionary of biblical Hebrew that is based on
semantic domains, comparable to Louw and Nida’s Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament, which was first published in 1989.

Preliminary research for this project was carried out by Reinier de Blois which
resulted in a dissertation, titled Towards a New Dictionary of Biblical Hebrew
Based on Semantic Domains, from which much of the contents of this document
has been derived (de Blois 2000). In addition to this a computer tool called
Vocabula was developed, that can assist the Hebrew lexicographer in his/her
effort to create such a dictionary.

Several Hebrew scholars from different parts of the world are contributing to
this dictionary. The editor for this project is Dr. Reinier de Blois, assisted by Prof.
Dr. Enio R. Mueller.
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